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What Will Be Covered?

• Honey Bees:  Cultural not Ecological
• There are a lot of Species out There
• Native plant Diversity = Diversity of Native Bees
• It is all about Plants, but not about Planting
• Simple Steps for Better Bee (and the insect nation) Habitat Support



Not one Person in the U.S. does NOT know the 
Honey Bee

The Honey Bee = Not Like Our Native Species
not even a little bit



Having more flowers: Not a stinging issue, 
not an allergy issue

Halictus 
ligatus –
Gone crazy 
on Sunflower 
Pollen



~4000 Species of Bees North of Mexico

• 450+ species in Maryland
• ~300 species in P.G. Co.
• Every yard has access to 100 species



Linking Habitat to Bees



Bees are picky eaters, most only use pollen 
from only a few plant species

Megachile mendica



https://jarrodfowler.com/specialist_bees.html
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https://jarrodfowler.com/specialist_bees.html


First Simple Priority Changing how you mow 



Work in Progress:  Quantify what plants you have; 
you can then quantify your impact on insects, 
wildlife, and pollinators



Mowing Contracts: Acreages converted to winter 
mowing = Acreages of Pollinator Meadow you 
created
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Diversity of Native Plants 
= Diversity of Native Bees

@USGSBIML



Feather the edge: One mower deck



Forbs not Grasses (Note:  Grasses = Allergies)



Herbicide only invasives and trees



Remove Invasives from the edges too



Manage for Shrubs



Sandy Soils Particularly Important



Most bees nest in the ground as single moms
Leaving some spots bare/thin is good

Augochlorella aurata



No Birds No Bees

Gci turf academy from web
@USGSBIML



All photos by Beth 
Burrous at Glenstone
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