
Rights of Way are Key to Saving 
Bees

Its All About Flowers





Bees:  Live Only on Flowers



Honey Bees are from Mars



~450 Maryland Bees 



Bee Species Total By County



100+ Species Capacity at 
Any Location



Most Native Bees Do Not/Can
Not Sting



The Current Pollinator Situation:  Ask 
the Bobwhite



Got Flowers…You Got Bees



Different Kinds of Plants = 
Different Kinds of Bees



https://jarrodfowler.com/specialist_bees.html

https://jarrodfowler.com/specialist_bees.html


Bee Capacity?
Native Bee’s Live

EVERYWHERE



Verges/Swales

Wet Meadows

Field Edges

Old Fields

Feed Them With Flowers



Soybean Yield Boost





Throw out Your Lawn Mower



Simple First Step:
Mow Once a Year in March 



5% of All Pollution Comes from 
Mowing Flowers



Shift ROW/Road-
Sides from Cool
Season Grasses to
Flower
Dominated
Native
Landscapes



Non-Native Plants: Bird Feeding



One Mower Deck Best Practice:
Mow Edges only 

Once per Year



Microdeserts?

• Chronically dry and 
open lands



Maryland Barrens



Flickr/Instagram/Tumblr/Facebook = 
@USGSBIML
sdroege@usgs.gov

http://bio2.elmira.edu/fieldbio/beesofmarylandbookdraft3.pdf


	Rights of Way are Key to Saving Bees
	Slide Number 2
	Bees:  Live Only on Flowers
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Bee Species Total By County
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	The Current Pollinator Situation:  Ask the Bobwhite
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	https://jarrodfowler.com/specialist_bees.html
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Throw out Your Lawn Mower
	Slide Number 18
	5% of All Pollution Comes from Mowing Flowers
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Microdeserts?	
	Maryland Barrens
	Flickr/Instagram/Tumblr/Facebook = @USGSBIML�sdroege@usgs.gov

