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Mr. Slater is the President & CEO of the Southern Maryland Electric Cooperative, one of the largest electric co-ops in the 
nation, with $450-million in annual revenue, $1-billion in assets, 525 employees (professional, technical and trades/union) 
and over 156,000 customer-members, operating both distribution and transmission voltages on an 11,000 circuit-mile 
electric grid servicing a 1,200 square-mile tidewater peninsula. Slater reports to a 15-member owner-elected Board.  He 
was previously CFO at the utility. 
 
Slater holds a MBA in finance and investments from the George Washington University, a BS in accounting from 
Shepherd University, and an AA from the College of Southern Maryland; each earned with honors.  He has extensive 
leadership experience in the electric cooperative industry; formerly Vice President with the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association (NRECA), he was also CEO of a rural North Carolina utility.   
 
Under Mr. Slater’s leadership SMECO has been awarded eight consecutive JD Power awards for residential customer 
satisfaction.  Similarly, SMECO’s service reliability metrics are the highest in the state of Maryland. Slater developed a 
managed portfolio for meeting SMECO’s electric commodity requirements achieving both rate certainty and competitive 
pricing. At $750-million in forward power contracts, the portfolio includes both physical and financial energy contracts, 
gas hedges, congestion hedges, unit-specific call-options, and renewables.  Given the employment of derivatives in the 
portfolio, Mr. Slater has been deeply involved with Dodd-Frank and CFTC compliance obligations.  Mr. Slater recently 
oversaw the successful completion a $110-million, 30-mile 230kV transmission (overhead and submarine) construction 
project and is implementing smart-grid technologies to further enhance customer service.  Active in renewables, he 
completed a 6.7 MW DC solar farm in 2012, a 10MW PPA in 2015 and is now planning for a 12.5 MW project, in 
addition to several wind PPA’s. 
 
While at NRECA, Mr. Slater had direct responsibility for the national consulting practice, executive recruitment, national 
safety program, director and management education, and meetings and conferences for this 950 utility member 
association.  Slater was also active in the consulting practice providing merger and acquisition studies, financial modeling, 
business process re-engineering, and organizational performance services.  He traveled extensively in this capacity to over 
30 continental states, Alaska and Hawaii, in providing hands-on management consulting services to member electric 
cooperatives. 
 
He has served as both Director and Chairman of the Maryland Chamber of Commerce, the Southern Maryland Workforce 
Investment Board, and the College of Southern Maryland.  He is currently a director for Community Bank of the 
Chesapeake and the Tri-County Financial Corporation, a director on the Federal Reserve Bank of Richmond, and the 
University of Maryland Charles Regional Medical Center boards; he is also active in many civic and community 
organizations.  Additionally, he serves on several industry-specific boards, including Chairman ACES Power Marketing, 
and the founding Secretary of the National Renewables Cooperative Organization.  Mr. Slater was recognized by the 
Maryland Chamber of Commerce as a Business Hall of Fame recipient in 2013, the 2014 CEO of the Year by the College 
of Southern Maryland Leading Edge Awards, and 2015 Most Admired CEO by The Daily Record. 
 
Mr. Slater resides in La Plata, Maryland, where he and his wife Carmen are the proud parents of two teenage foster 
children, George and Ellie.  He has completed two marathons and enjoys reading and exercise in his spare time. 


