
General Permit for Discharges from Tanks, 
Pipes, Other Liquid Containment Structures, 

Dewatering Activities, and Groundwater 
Remediation

General Discharge Permit Number 17-HT
NPDES Number MDG670000

Maryland-District of Columbia Utilities Association
2018 Environmental Committee Fall Conference

Tuesday, October 2, 2018

Presented By:
Jonathan Rice

1



Agenda

• Changes from 11-HT Permit
–New Discharge Types
–New Permit Format
–Changes in Requirements/Limitations

• Review of Universal Limitations (all 
discharges)

• Review of Category Specific Limitations
• Submitting for Coverage
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Changes from 11-HT
• Addition of discharges from dewatering 

activities and groundwater remediation
• Reorganization of permit limitations by 

“Discharge Categories”
– Clarification of applicable requirements
– Simplified approach to finding discharge type

• New chemical additive requirements
• Expansion of Pollution Prevention Plan (PPP)
• Visual monitoring
• Tiered monitoring frequency
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Old Permit Format



New Permit Format



Universal Permit Limitations
• Erosion and Sediment Control

– If applicable, following an approved E&SC plan
– Otherwise, narrative stabilization requirements
– References MDE’s Online E&SC Resources for 

guidance

• Training/Contractors
– Specifies that permit holder is responsible
– Requires maintenance of training records

• Minimum of monthly visual monitoring
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Universal Permit Limitations
• Pollution Prevention Plan (PPP)

– Previously only required for potable water systems
– Now required for all dischargers with reasonable 

potential (numeric limits, across land, etc)
– Treatment plans should have already been in place –

this simply requires documentation
– No specific format required; only contents

• Chemical Additives
– Narrative best management practices, including 

documentation in PPP
– Automatic approval for some additives

7



Category Specific Limitations
• Discharge Category A: Hydrostatic Testing

– All discharges have numerical limits for pH and TSS
– Conditional numerical limits for oil & grease, chlorine, 

dissolved oxygen (DO), and temperature
– Tiered monitoring frequency based on volume
– Narrative requirements for cleaning, appropriations, 

and treatment system operations (as applicable)
• Discharge Category B: Potable Water Systems

– Conditional numerical limits for TSS, pH, chlorine, and 
DO

– Narrative requirements for PPP and chlorine
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Category Specific Limitations
• Discharge Category C: Dewatering

– Monitoring only for flow and pH, unless potential 
impact of concrete materials (pH limit)

– Narrative requirements for pH, E&SC, and 
organics/metals monitoring

• Discharge Category D: Groundwater Remediation
– Numeric limits based on contaminants present: pH 

and various organic materials
– Narrative requirements for treatment method 

documentation and additional sampling using EPA 
Form 3510-2C

– Tiered monitoring frequency based on volume
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Category Specific Limitations
• Discharge Category E: Fire Control Systems

– Not fire hydrant flushing (Discharge Category B)
– Numerical and narrative limits for chlorine and 

temperature
– Additional temperature requirements for large 

volumes

• Discharge Category F: Untreated “Water”
– Temperature monitoring for large volumes
– Narrative requirements for visual sediment 

plumes and erosion control (if applicable)
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Category Specific Limitations
• Discharge Category G: Tank Bottoms

– Applies to storage tanks of petroleum-based 
products only

– Numeric limits for oil & grease, BTEX, benzene, 
and TSS

– Narrative requirement for biomonitoring

• Discharge Category H: Tank Containment SW
– Numerical limits if spill has occurred
– Narrative requirements for valved outfall, visual 

inspections, and spill prevention/response
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Submitting for Coverage
• NOI Requirements in Part II.A.1.a of permit
• Permit fee structure adjusted to prevent double-

charging of annual fees for renewals
• Existing Permittees

– Deadline is 6 months after permit effective date
– Authorization under 11-HT continues in interim
– Notification will be provided when permit is final

• New Dischargers/Sources: 60 days prior to 
commencing discharges

• New Owner/Operators: 30 days prior to transfer

12



Notice of Intent
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Questions???

Jonathan Rice
Water and Science Administration

Wastewater Permits Program
Industrial and General Permits Division

Jonathan.Rice@maryland.gov
(410) 537-3859

Permit Page Link: http://clickmeterlink.com/MD-HTGP
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