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Federal Waste Regulatory Activities



2018 Activities

USWAG Activities
∗ Advocacy - Regulatory & Legislative
∗ Regulatory Analysis & Interpretation
∗ Compliance Assistance
∗ Information Exchange



Regulatory Reform



Regulatory Reform



∗ “…alleviate unnecessary regulatory burdens placed 
on the American people” 

∗ Agencies directed to identify regulations that are 
“outdated, unnecessary, or ineffective [or] create a 
serious inconsistency or otherwise interfere with 
regulatory reform initiatives and policies.”

∗ Agencies tasked to “work to repeal, replace, and/or 
modify such regulations”

EO 13777



∗ CCR Rule
∗ CERCLA 108(b) Financial Assurance Standards

∗ Hardrock Mining Proposal and Final Rule

∗ Other Industries – Chemical, Petroleum & Coal Products, and 
Utilities

∗ Storage of Hazardous Substances
∗ Proposal required June 2018; Final rule required August 2019

USWAG Comments on EO 13777 



Re PCB Regulations:
∗ Express authorization of disposal of <50 ppm PCB remediation 

wastes in non-TSCA landfills
∗ Authorization of most current analytical methods (e.g., 

automated Soxhlet extraction) 
∗ “Satellite Accumulation” of PCBs stored for disposal
∗ Allow for 180-day storage of remediation wastes and  bulk 

product wastes in a PCB Container 

USWAG Comments on EO 13777 



∗ Issued June 2014
∗ Manage PCB Remediation Wastes from Secured 

Utility Properties on as-found Basis 
∗ Disposal in MSWLF v TSCA Landfill
∗ Similar approvals issued to NRECA (2016) and APPA 

(2017)
∗ Renewal, Rulemaking Petition

PCB Remediation Waste 
USWAG Disposal Variance



EPA Rulemaking to Reassess 
PCB Use Authorizations



∗ ANPRM April 2010
∗ Rule Bifurcated in 2016 – Light Ballasts, Electric Equipment

∗ FLB rule sent to OMB late 2016, recalled 2017

∗ EO 13771, Reducing Regulation and Controlling Regulatory 
Costs
∗ “Two for One” Reduction in Rules
∗ Costs Must be Offset

∗ Rules listed as “Inactive” in Unified Regulatory Agenda 

EPA Rulemaking to Reassess 
PCB Use Authorizations



Disaster Debris Cleanup







∗ EPA Region-Specific Disaster Waste Guidance 
∗ Streamlined Regulatory Burdens
∗ Cleanup Under Spill Cleanup Policy
∗ Cleanup Under 761.61

Disaster Debris Cleanup 



∗ Updated “Planning for Natural Disaster Debris” 
∗ Available for Comment April 27, 2018
∗ Comments Submitted June 26, 2018

Disaster Debris Cleanup 



Universal Waste Regulations

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

http://www.flickr.com/photos/thomashawk/2286236779/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/


∗ Designed to facilitate collection and recycling
∗ Establishes streamlined standards for managing 

hazardous wastes:
∗ Can store wastes up to one year 
∗ No reporting and notification requirements
∗ Can ship wastes without a manifest and without using a 

RCRA-regulated transporter
∗ Simplifies training requirements for employees

Universal Waste Regulations



∗ Federal Universal Wastes
∗ Batteries
∗ Pesticides
∗ Mercury-Containing Equipment
∗ Lamps

∗ Proposal to add Aerosol Cans (83 Fed. Reg. 11654, 
March 16, 2018)

Universal Waste Regulations



Hazardous Substances Storage 



∗ Rulemaking in accordance with consent decree with 
ENGOs

∗ Public Hearings, analysis of CWA discharges
∗ Proposal issue June 16, 2018
∗ EPA concluded  existing regulations (e.g., NPDES, 

RCRA, RMP, SPCC) “serves to prevent discharges”

Hazardous Substances Storage 



SF6 Cylinder Petition

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://vaughnsouthamerica.wikispaces.com/Venezuela
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


∗ Seeks revision of Materials of Trade provisions (49 
C.F.R. § 173.6)

∗ SF6 cylinders exceed current 100 kg (220 lbs.) weight 
limit and aggregate 200 kg (440 lbs) 

∗ Petition seeks increased limits for utility service 
vehicles to 251 pounds and an aggregate limit of 502 
pounds

∗ Will increase safety:  avoid multiple trips of smaller 
cylinders and reduce need to hired third party carriers

SF6 Rulemaking Petition



E-Manifest



∗ Developed pursuant to 2012 Hazardous Waste 
Electronic Manifest Establishment Act

∗ National system for tracking hazardous waste 
shipments electronically

∗ Designed to modernize hazardous waste tracking and 
reduce costs to industry and states

E-Manifest



∗ Designed to Ensure Organization Continues to 
Provide Value

∗ Changing Regulatory Drivers
∗ New/Developing Issues
∗ Evolution of Member Company Workforce

USWAG:  Planning for The Future 



Jim Roewer
jim.roewer@uswag.org

202-508-5645

www.uswag.org

Questions?
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