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USWAG’s Decommissioning Focus 



 Identify &  Focus on Issues within USWAG’s Purview  

 Evaluate USWAG’s role in Decommissioning 

 Generation Facility Closure/Decommissioning/ 
Conversion 

 Transmission/Distribution Facility Closure 

 Coordinated Effort Across Committees 

 Ash, Low Volume Waste, PCB, R&R (and DOT) 

USWAG’s Decommissioning Focus 



 Decommissioning Resource Page 

 Decommissioning Workshops 
 June 2014 – Washington, DC 

 June 2015 – Detroit 

 September 2016 – Houston  

USWAG’s Decommissioning Focus 



USWAG Decommissioning Resources 



USWAG Decommissioning Resources 

 Workshop Presentations 

 Ash Disposal Unit Case Studies 

 Solid & Hazardous Waste Issues 

 Disposal of SCR Catalysts ​ 

 Hazardous Waste Generator Guidance 

 Lead-Based Paint Abatement and Debris Regulations 

 Transportation of Hazardous Materials by Highway ​ 

 Used Oil Management 



Decommissioning Efforts 



 Project Planning 

 Defining Project Goals 

 Identification of Regulatory Concerns 

 Permitting 

 Recycling 

 Disposal 

 Safety 

 Emergency Response 

Decommissioning Efforts 



 Contingencies 

 Financial 

 Preparing for Murphy’s Law 

 “Typical” Sites/Commonality of Issues 

Decommissioning Efforts 



 Defining & Managing Risks 

 Site Characterization 

 Hazardous Materials Assessment 

 Potential Hazards 

 Physical 

 Chemical – Arsenic, Asbestos, Lead, PCBs 

 

Decommissioning Efforts 



 Planning for Plant Closures 

 End-Use Planning & Decision Making 

 Value-added Management of Recovered Materials 

 Lessons Learned:  What Went Wrong & Contingency 
Planning 

Future Workshop Topics 



 Regulatory Compliance 

 Permit Modifications 

 Changes of Generator Status 

 Staying in Compliance Throughout Closure 

 Final Approval & Sign-off 

Future Workshop Topics 



Substation Decommissioning 
Document 



USWAG Substation Decommissioning 
Document 

 Resource for USWAG members  
undertaking or contemplating  
decommissioning of a substation 

 Primary focus on compliance  
with federal PCB regulations 
 under TSCA 



 Preliminary Planning 

 Assessment 

 Site Cleanup 

 PCB Spill Cleanup Options 

 Storage and Disposal of Equipment & Materials 

 Property Transfer Issues 

 

USWAG Substation Decommissioning 
Document 



Regulatory and Practical Issues Related to Assessment and 
Disposal 

 Determining the PCB Concentration for Disposal Purposes 

 Applicability of the PCB Spill Cleanup Policy 

 Managing As-Found < 50 ppm PCB Remediation Waste 

 Regulatory Status Determination – PCB Remediation 
Waste vs. PCB Bulk Product Wastes 

 Discovery of PCBs in Non-Liquid Materials 

 

Preliminary Planning  
 



 Technical and Operational Considerations  

 Assessment and Analysis of Equipment, Materials  
and Wastes 

 Looking to Members for Input   

 

Assessment 



 
Site Cleanup 

Summary of PCB Cleanup Options 

 

Cleanup Option 
Notification 
Required? 

EPA 
Approval? 

Immediat
e Cleanup 
Possible? 

Site Sampling? Cleanup Levels Disposal Options 

Dispose of Based 
on As-Found 
Concentration? 

PCB Spill Cleanup 
Policy (40 C.F.R. 
§ 761.120-135) 

Sometimes1  No Yes 

High  
concentration – 
Required  
  
Low  
concentration –  
No2 

Specified in 
regulations 

Subpart D applies No3 

  
Self-implementing 
cleanup  
(40 C.F.R. § 761.61(a)) 
  

Yes (at least 30 
days prior to 
commencement of 
cleanup) 

Yes4 No 
Required – 
Comprehensive 

Specified in 
regulations 

Specified in 
regulations 

Yes 

  
Performance-based 
disposal (40 C.F.R. 
§ 761.61(b)) 
  

No No Yes No5 None6 
Specified in 
regulations 

No7 

  
Risk-based disposal 
approval  
(40 C.F.R. § 761.61(c)) 
  

Yes Yes No Flexible8 Flexible9 Flexible10 Per approval 



 PCB Spill Cleanup Options (761.61) 

 USWAG Risk-Based Remediation Wastes Disposal 
Approval  

 EPA’s Site Revitalization Guidance 

 Decontamination Requirements  

 Management of Contaminated Solid Surfaces 

 

Site Cleanup 



 Electrical Equipment: Storage for Reuse 

 Storage for Disposal 

 Disposal Options for PCB Wastes (Liquids and 
Equipment) 

 Decontamination Requirements for Tools and 
Equipment 

 Additional Considerations 

Storage & Disposal 



 Real Property 

 Sale of PCB-Contaminated Land and Facilities 

 Disposition of Equipment and Other Assets 

 

Property Transfer Issues 
 



Questions? 
 


